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2. |3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 2-16 and 19-34 . 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . Atwood, Grawey, and Smith et al disclose various types of wheel assembly 
comprising a generally frustoconical wheel having a side wall and a circumferential 
lateral wall with a tapered outer surface, a generally frustoconical rim having a side wall 
and a circumferential annular wall with an outer surface and tapered inner surface 
complementary with the outer surface of the wheel, and a tire attached to the outer 
surface of the rim. The assembly further comprising fasteners for attaching the rim to 
the wheel. The side wall of the wheel defines a plurality of threaded holes and the side 
wall of the rim defines a plurality of threaded holes and the side wall of the rim defines a 
plurality of holes alignable with the plurality of holes in the side wall of the wheel. Kelly 
discloses a wheel assembly comprising a wheel having a side wall and a circumferential 
lateral wall with an outer surface; a metal rim having a side wall and a circumferential 
annular wall with an outer surface and an inner surface complementary with the outer 
surface of the wheel. However, none of the references of record suggests a wheel 
assembly wherein a flange is provided between the side wall and the annular wall of the 
rim, said flange extending outwardly away from the wheel in the manner defined in the 
instant claims 10, 27 and in combination with other limitations of the claim. Also, none 
of the references of record suggests a wheel assembly wherein a recess area in a side 
wall of the wheel is adapted to receive a pry bar in the manner defined in the instant 
claim 14 and in combination with other limitations of the claim. Moreover, none of the 
references of record suggests a wheel assembly wherein the side wall of the wheel 
defining at least one recessed area which is partially covered by the side wall of the rim 
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when the rim is installed on the wheel; the recessed area being adapted to receive a pry 
bar in the manner defined in the instant claims 20, 24, and 32 and in combination with 
other limitations of the claims. Therefore, claims 2-9, 1 1 -1 3, 1 6, 21 -23, 25-26, 28-31 , 
33-34, depending therefrom, are considered to be allowable. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz F. Jules whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
8780. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone. are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph S. Morano can be reached on (703) 308-0230. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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